FITTEST ANSWERS TO THE FAST
"I have been asked to end the fast because  of thi
great  act  of the  Union   Government.   I  wish  I  coulc
persuade myself to do so. I know that the medical friendi
who, of their own volition and at considerable sacrifice
meticulously examine me from day to day are getting
more and more anxious as the fast is prolonged. Because
of defective kidney function  they dread not so  much
my instantaneous collapse as permanent after-effects o1
any further prolongation.  I did not embark upon the
fast after consultation with medical men, be they however
able. My sole guide, even dictator., was God, the In-
fallible and Omnipotent. If He has any further use for
this frail body of mine., He will keep it in spite of the
prognostications of medical men and women. I am in
His hands. Therefore, I hope you will believe me when
I say that I dread neither death nor permanent injury,
even if I survive. But I do feel that this warning   of
medical friends should, if the country has any use for
me, hurry the people up to close their ranks. And like
brave men  and  women,  that we ought  to  be under
hard-earned freedom, we should trust even those whom
we may suspect as our enemies. Brave people disdain
distrust. The letter of my vow will be satisfied if the
Hindus,  Muslims  and  Sikhs  of Delhi  bring  about  a
union, which not even a conflagration around them in
all the other parts of India or Pakistan will be strong
enough to break. Happily, the people in both the Domi-
nions seem to have instinctively realized that the fittest
answer to the fast should be a complete friendship bet-
ween  the  two  Dominions,  such  that  members  of all
communities should be able to go to either Dominion
without the slightest fear of molestation. Self-purification
demands nothing less. It will be wrong for the rest of
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